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by way of punishment, there is no reason why that
punishment should descend upon their progeny irres-
pective of the causes for which their ancestors were
punished. That there is untouchability even amongst
untouchables merely demonstrates that the evil cannot
be confined and that its deadening effect is all-per-
vading. The existence of untouchability amongst a a-
touchables is an additional reason for cultured Hindu
society to rid itself of the curse with the quickest des-
patch. If the untouchables are so because they kill
animals and because they have to do with flesh, blood,
bones and night-soil, every nurse and every doctor
should become an untouchable and so should Christians
and Musalmans and all so-called high-class Hindus
who kill animals for food or sacrifice. The argument
that because slaughter-houses, toddy-shops, and houses
of ill-fame are or should be isolated, untouchables should
likewise be isolated betrays gross prejudice. Slaughter-
houses and toddy-shops are and should be isolated.
But neither butchers nor publicans are isolated.

Toung India, 29-7-'26

Placed as we are in the midst of trials and tempta-
tions from within, and touched and polluted as we
are by all the most untouchable and the vilest thought
currents, let us not, in our arrogance, exaggerate the
influence of contact with people whom we often iguor-
antly and more often arrogantly consider to be our
inferiors. Before the Throne of the Almighty we shall
be judged, not by what we have eaten nor by whom
we have been touched but by whom we have served
and how. Inasmuch as we serve a single human being
in distress, we shall find favour in the sight of God*
. . . We dare not use abstinence from certain foods as